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government. Tarabai had inherited the military talents
and energy of her father Hambirrao Mohite. With the
tireless vigour with which Hera strove to rouse against
Priam the princes of Hellas, the Maratha queen flew from
camp to camp and fortress to fortress. Living the life of a
common trooper, exposed to the sun, sleeping on the ground,
Tarabai was everywhere encouraging her officers, planning
campaigns, organizing victories. Nor did the soldiers
resent her interference. So clear was her vision, so
unerring her judgment, that she was equally welcome on
the battlefield and in the council chamber; and in uo
short time the Maratha counter-offensive, at first halting
and ineffective, began to threaten the very heart of the
Moghul empire. Nor could the invaded provinces offer
any resistance. The emperor to reinforce his grand army
had left behind only feeble garrisons and had disarmed
the landowners to prevent them rebelling against the
garrisons. Finding nowhere any organised opposition,
the Marathas ceased to be mere raiders. Everywhere
that, their armies penetrated they created permanent
administrations for the collection of revenue. Everywhere
could be found their agents, their subhedars, and their
Kamavisdars. tln the year 1705 two Maratha armies
simultaneously crossed the Narbada. One led by Nemaji
Sindia forced the Vindhya mountains and ravage^ Central
India as far as Seronj, some fifty miles north of Bhopal.
Tfie other led by Khanderao Dabhade, turning aside from
Surat and Broach threatened the whole of the wealthy
viceroyalty of Guzerat. The Moghul government sent
from Ahmadabad" one Mahpmed Beg Khan at the head of
thirteen or fourteen thousand"regular horse and a levy of
ten thousand Kolis or hillmen. But Mahomed Beg Khan
was no match for the experienced Maratha commander.
First Dabhade sent a few squadrons to meet Mahomed Beg*s
army. Mahomed Beg thought them to be the entire force
with which he had to deal and attacked them with twenty
thousand men. The Maratha troopers fled at their